
Landscape As Urbanism General Theory:
Rethinking the Relationship between City and
Nature
In an era defined by rapid urbanization and climate change, the traditional
dichotomy between city and nature is increasingly unsustainable.
Landscape As Urbanism General Theory, a seminal work by Charles
Waldheim, offers a groundbreaking approach to urban design that
seamlessly integrates landscape and infrastructure, creating resilient and
livable cities in harmony with the natural world.
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Waldheim's theory challenges the conventional view of urbanism as the
imposition of human structures on a passive landscape. Instead, he argues
for a reciprocal relationship where landscape actively shapes the urban
form, providing essential ecosystem services and fostering human well-
being.

Key Concepts of Landscape As Urbanism

Living Infrastructure: Infrastructure designed to perform ecological
functions, such as stormwater management, air filtration, and habitat
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creation, while simultaneously serving human needs.

Green Infrastructure: A network of natural and semi-natural areas,
including parks, greenways, and urban forests, that provides
ecosystem services and enhances urban resilience.

Urban Ecology: The study of ecological processes within urban
environments, including the interactions between humans, wildlife, and
the built environment.

Socio-ecological Systems: Frameworks that recognize the
interconnectedness between social and ecological systems and
emphasize the importance of participatory planning and co-
management.

Benefits of Landscape As Urbanism

The adoption of Landscape As Urbanism principles offers numerous
benefits for cities, including:

Increased Resilience: Landscape infrastructure can mitigate flooding,
reduce heat island effects, and enhance air quality, making cities more
resilient to climate change.

Improved Public Health: Green spaces provide opportunities for
physical activity, reduce stress, and promote mental well-being.

Enhanced Biodiversity: Urban green infrastructure provides habitats
for wildlife, promoting biodiversity and supporting ecosystem services.

Livable and Inclusive Cities: Landscape As Urbanism creates vibrant
and inviting public spaces that foster social interaction and a sense of
community.



Economic Benefits: Green infrastructure investments can generate
economic benefits through job creation, tourism, and increased
property values.

Examples of Landscape As Urbanism

Landscape As Urbanism principles have been successfully implemented in
cities worldwide, including:

New York City's High Line: A former elevated railway transformed
into a vibrant park that has revitalized the surrounding neighborhood.

Seattle's Green Stormwater Infrastructure: A network of green
roofs, rain gardens, and permeable pavements that manages
stormwater runoff and improves water quality.

Melbourne's Urban Forest Strategy: A comprehensive plan to
increase tree canopy cover and enhance urban biodiversity.

Rotterdam's Climate Adaptation Plan: A living infrastructure
approach that combines green spaces, water management, and
energy efficiency measures to mitigate climate change impacts.

Landscape As Urbanism General Theory is a transformative approach to
urban design that embraces the integration of nature and infrastructure. By
recognizing the reciprocal relationship between city and nature, Landscape
As Urbanism creates resilient, livable, and sustainable cities that enhance
human well-being and promote environmental stewardship. As urbanization
continues to shape our planet, Landscape As Urbanism offers a visionary
path forward for building thriving and harmonious urban environments.

About the Author



Charles Waldheim is a landscape architect, urban designer, and professor
at Harvard University. He is the author of several influential books on
landscape architecture and urbanism, including Landscape As Urbanism
and The Landscape Urbanism Reader.
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Sky Island Trot Cap Bill Adventure: A
Captivating Tale for Children of All Ages
Prepare yourself for an extraordinary adventure that will ignite your
imagination and transport you to a world beyond your wildest dreams....
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The 14 Day Quarantine Recipe: A Culinary
Adventure During Isolation
In these extraordinary times of quarantine, where many of us find
ourselves confined within the walls of our homes, cooking has emerged
as a...
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